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Deepening Ethical Engagement and Participation in Emerging Nanotechnologies

The DEEPEN project is Europe’s leading research partnership for integrated understanding of the
ethical challenges posed by emerging nanotechnologies and their implications for civil society, for
governance, and for scientific practice. For its cheerleaders, nanotechnology is seen to be ushering in
a ‘new industrial revolution’. Complexities flow from the convergence of nanoscale innovations in
different domains: notably, the life sciences, cognitive sciences and information technology.

By staging an interplay between lay concerns, normative considerations, and social analysis, DEEPEN
will produce critical interventions into received ways of thinking about new technologies. It structures
a discursive space in which the various actors and their publics can position themselves in respect to
specific areas of application and in respect to underlying assumptions that usually remain
unquestioned.
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